
Appendix Figure 2.  Search results by key question. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

         
 
 
               

   

 
 

 

          
 
   

  
 

  

Abstracts of potentially relevant articles identified through MEDLINE, 
Cochrane,* Web of Science, and other sources†: 2,994 

3 studies Radiation:  5 studies + 1 SR 
Pain during procedures:  2 SRs 
False positive: 3 studies + 2 SRs 

False negative: 3 studies 
Overdiagnosis: 9 studies + 1 SR 
Anxiety, distress: 2 SRs 
Personal cost: 1 study 
 
 

 

2 trials + 
3 systematic 
reviews (SR) 

1 new trial + 1 trial 
from the prior review 
+ 2 unfinished trials. 

 

Age 40-49 meta-
analysis:  1 new trial + 
updated data from 1 
prior trial + 7 trials from 
prior review.  
Age 70-74:  1 trial from 
prior review. 

 
 

Full text articles 
reviewed for relevance 
to key questions:  559 

Excluded abstracts and background 
articles:  2,435 

Excluded articles:  514 
   Wrong population (including high risk):  20 
   Wrong intervention:  4 
   Wrong outcome:  39 
   Wrong study design or no original data for meta-analysis:  160 
   Development of technology:  13 
   Does not address a key question:  80 
   Treatment-focused:  43 
   Wrong age:  2 
   Does not break out data by age for meta-analysis:  3 
   Contextual only:  104 
   Non-English language:  3 
   Covered by included papers or previous USPSTF report:  43 
    
    
 

*Cochrane databases include the Cochrane Central Register of Controlled Trials and the Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews. 
†Other sources include reference lists, studies suggested by experts, etc. 
‡ Some articles are included for more than one key question. 
 
Abbreviation:  SR = systematic review. 
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